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Joshua Dawson (L) and Neil Meyer take time out from playing to give Catholic Worker Michael Burrell a big hug. 
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by Michael Sprong 


& Frank Cordaro 


Norman Searah, of the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community, is the latest 
StratCom resister to facé an 
increasingly punitive federal 
court in Omaha, Nebraska. 
Supported by nearly 20 
friends and co-workers, 
Norman appeared Friday, 
May 9, 1997 before U.S. 
Magistrate, Kathleen 
Jaudzemis. Norman was rep- 
resented by attorney Chuck 
Hannan. Major Thomas 
Helget USAF, was the pros- 
ecuting attorney. 

Originally scheduled as a 
trial on the charge against 
Norman of illegal reentry at 
StratCom Headquarters; the 
proceedings began instead 
with a hearing to determine 
whether Jaudzemis would ac- 
cept Norman's change of plea 
from not guilty to guilty. Af- 
ter posing several questions to 
Norman, and after reminding 
him of his right to trial, the 
magistrate accepted the guilty 
plea and proceeded to the sen- 
tencing phase. 

Chuck Hannan, Norman’s 
attorney, spoke first on 
Norman's behalf. He empha- 
sized Norman’s many years 
of service at the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker and his com- 
mitment to a lifestyle of vol- 
untary poverty. He told the 
judge that Norman was as 
close to a “Mother Teresa” as 
the Judge was ever going to 
see in her courtroom. He said 
that because’ Norman's life ts 
one of community service 
that sending him to jail would 


serve no purpose. 

Following his lawyer’s 
comments, Norman was 
given the opportunity to 
speak on his own behalf be- 
fore sentence was passed. As 
Norman distributed typed 
copies of his prepared state- 
ment to the magistrate and 
prosecutor, Jaudzemis inter- 
rupted and produced a hand- 
written document that 
Norman had previously sub- 
mitted to the Federal Pretrial 
Release Office in Omaha for 
the purpose of a pre-sentence 
report. The magistrate in- 
sisted that the style and com- 
pesition of the two docu- 
ments was too dissimilar to 
have been written by the same 
person. 

The magistrate's tone of 
voice, which previously alter- 
nated between matter-of-fact 
and condescending, turned 
angry as she insisted that it 
was impossible for Norman 
to have drafted both docu- 
ments. She questioned 
Norman: "Did you have any 
help writing this [sentencing] 
statement?" Norman replied 
that he did receive editorial 
assistance from Frank 
Cordaro (Fr. Frank), however, 
Norman added, the statement 
was fully his own. 

Bristling, Jaudzemis re- 
jected the prepared statement, 
adding, "I'm not interested in 
Fr. Frank's statement, I want 
to hear what you have to say." 
She.then ordered Norman to 
make his statement extempo- 
raneously. Surprised and 
shocked Norman complied, 
and delivered an eloquent de- 
fense of his actions, covering 
many of the points he had 


—— 


via pacis 


SINGS ti 


Photo by Bil! Basinger. 


raised in his prepared state- 
ment. “I want to pass on 
something good for future 
generations,” he pleaded. He 
added that his faith and a de- 
sire to act in defense of cre- 
ation motivated him to enter 
the property of Offutt Air 
Force Base in witness against 
nuclear weapons. 

The next to speak was Ma- 
jor Thomas Helget USAF, the 
prosecuting attorney, who 
began his statement by telling 
how surprised he was a 


couple years ago, when he. 


first arrived at Offutt, to learn 
that a priest (Frank Cordaro) 
was in jail for protesting at the 
the Base. And then how sur- 
prised he was that the next 
guy to be sent to jail for pro- 
testing at StratCom was a 
blind guy (Sam Day.) “And 
now," he said, shaking his 
head, I’m “prosecuting Mr 
Searah.” Positioning himself 
in the tiny courtroom so he 
could address both the mag- 
istrate and Norman’s support- 
ers, Major Helget said, “This 
crossing the line again and 
again has got to stop! Some- 
thing is terribly wrong here!” 

Caught in the rhetorical 
moment, Jo Peterson from the 
gallery, began to clap her 
hands and said, “Yes there 
certainly is.” Betore she could 
say anything else, the judge 
broke in and ordered, “One 
more word from you (point- 
ing to Jo) and I will hold you 
in contémpt.” The judge im- 
mediately ordered Jo out of 
the court room, along with 
Kathleen Granger & her in- 
fant son Joseph, though Jo- 
seph was causing no disrup- 
tion. 


Norman’s Friends and Supporters after 7 a.m. Pretrial Mass at Immaculate Conception Church, Omaha, NE. | to R are Rev. Bob Cook, Jo Peterson, Jamie Trobough, Fr. Tom Coenen, Jean 
Peterson, Fr. Frank Cordaro, Mike Sprong, Fr. Jack McCaslin, (unidentified supporter), Norman Searah, Meredith Bruns, Eddie Bloomer, Peg Gallagher, Cathrine Donnelly, and Theresa Ramirez. 


Major Helget concluded hts 
statement by recommending 
a light sentence of only one 
month’s incarceration and a 
short term of probation.Then, 
in an unusual display from the 
bench, the magistrate turned 
to those in the gallery and lev- 
eled several accusations, at 
one point labeling them all 
cowards who had “sent” 
Norman to do their “dirty 
work" and suffer the conse- 
quences. This way, she con- 
cluded, none of them would 
have to risk their own jobs and 
material possessions. 

The magistrate then turned 
to Norman and, as the amazed 
assembly listened, she lec- 
tured Norman about hew he 
was being manipulated by his 
so called friends and that he 
was only a “pawn” in their 
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Norman Searah Sentenced to Five Years 
Probation & Told to Apologize to 
~_ StratCom Commander. 


game of protesting. 

After her admonition to 
Norman regarding his choice 
of friends, Jaudzemis meted- 
out a six-months suspended 
sentence with five-years of 
unsupervised probation. Ad- 
ditionally, Norman cannot 
violate any laws or engage in 
any acts of civil disobedience. 
He is also ordered to write a 
letter of apology to both Ma- 
jor Helget, and to the base 
commander of Offutt Air 
Force Base within thirty days. 
After delivering the sentence, 
Judge Jaudzemis immedt- 
ately left the courtroom. 

During comments made af- 
ter sentencing, Norman said 
that the highly personal na- 
ture of the magistrate's accu- 
sations caught him and his 
supporters by surprise. 
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Norman’s 
Response 
to Judge 
Jaudzemis 
and 


A Call for 
Support 
on Page 7!! 


Mark your calendars now! 
National & Regional 
Catholic Worker Dates 


September 19-21, 1997 
Sugar Creek, IA + 
Annual Midwest Catholic Worker Gathering 


September 27 & 29 
Pittsburg, PA 
20th Anniversary of Duncan & Porter C.W. 
é& Wedding of Vincent Ireane & Rebbeca Reid 
Call 1-888-NO TO WAR for more information. 


October 9-12, 1997 
Marquette Univeristy, Milwaukee, WI 
“Dorothy Day & The Catholic Worker: 
A Conference To Honor The Centenary Of Dorothy 
Day’s Birth” 
Contact: Phil Runkle, 
Marquette University Archives, 
PO Box 3141, Milwaukee, WI 53201-3141 


November 7-9, 1997 

Las Vegas and the Nuclear Test Site, NV 

West Coast Gathering to Celebrate 

Dorothy Day’s 100th Birthday. 
Contact: Las Vegas Catholic Worker 
702- 647-0728 
and/or Nevada Desert Experience 

702-646-4814 


August 6th in Omaha 


LAPLC - Omaha ts hosting its annual 
Aug. 6th Witness and Line Crossing 
at StratCom Headquarters 
in remembrance of the U.S’ atomic bombing of Hiroshima, 
Japan, on August 6, 1945. 
Hospitality is available upon request. 


Meet at Jo Petérson’s, 
4924 Chicago St., Omaha, NE, 
on Tuesday, Aug. Sth at 7:00:p.m. 


Witness and Line Crossing 
Wednesday morning Aug. 6th. 


For more information call Jo Peterson 402-556-9057 
or Fr. Frank Cordaro 515-534-469 | 
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The Newsletter of the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 


Bishop Dingman House 
1310 - 7th St. (515) 243-0765 


Msgr. Ligutti House 
1301 - 8th St. (515) 246-9887 


Lazarus House oF 
1317 - Sth St. (S19) 246-1499 


Newsletter 


You are holding in your hands Amanda's very, very, first ever 
attempt at laying out a newsletter. So if you find any mistakes, 
don't yell at me. Anyway, WE think it’s pretty good for the first 

time... 


:Editor - Amanda Bahnson 
Associate Editor - Michael Sprong 
Associate Editor/Ct¥culation - Frank Cordaro 
With lots of helpzand support from everybody else. 


re 


2 
im ee 


via pacis 


a@ +o 


Lakes and Prairies Life Community Meeting Held in 
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joe & Jean Gump giving talk April 11 at the Fire Station. Pictured are (L 10 R) Barry Molloy, Joe Gump, Jean 
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Gump, Bill Basinger. Photo by Frank Cordaro. 


Eighteen brave souls from 
five different states weath- 
ered an April snow storm 
and traveled to Des Moines 
for the Lakes & Prairies Life 
Community’s (LAPLC) 
weekend gathering. The 
gathering was hosted in Chet 
Guinn’s Fire Station, a reno- 
vated Fire House, three 
blocks south of the CW. It 
was an ideal setting for the 
gathering, which varied in 
size between 25 and 50 as 
different Des Moines partici- 
pants came and went 
throughout the weekend. Big 
“thank you's” go to Chet 
Guinn for the use of his Fire 
Station Home, the D.M. 
Chapter of the Women’s In- 
ternational League for Peace 
and Freedom, and the 
DMCW community for pro- 
viding food and hospitality. 

Friday night’s talk “Voices 
In The Wilderness” with Joe 
and Jean Gump was the most 


- well attended session. Plow- 
. shares Activists and LAPLC 


members, Joe and Jean 
Gump from Bloomingdale, 


MI, reported on their recent 
trip to Iraq. With the help of 
some photos they took and 
their own personal ac- 
counts, they told of the aw- 
ful toll that US/UN sanc- 
tions are having on the 
people of Iraq. They also 
spoke about their work with 
Voices In The Wilderness: A 
Campaign to Break the Im- 
moral Sanctions Against the 
People of Iraq. 

If you are interested in 
finding out more about the 
sanctions against Iraq and 
the campaign to'end them, 
contact: 


Voices in the Wilder- 
ness 1460 W. Carman 
Ave. Chicago IL. 60640 
phone 313-784-8065 
Fax 312-784-8837 
e-mail: 
kkelly @ige.apc.org 


A “talent show” was held 
Saturday night featuring 
skits by some of the 
Woodson children (now 


young men and women) 
from Madison, WI and a 
sing-along led by Joe Gump 
LAPLCers stayed-up until 
the wee hours of the mom 
sharing stories and looking 
toward future resistance ac- 
tions. 

The rest of the weekend 
was filled with lots of shar- 
ing, talking, and commv- 
nity building. The weekend 
ended with a liturgy Sunday 
morning and promises of 
setting the date for the next 
LAPLC weekend gathering 
sometime after the new year 
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Please join us for 
cpriday Gvening Liturgy 
7:30 pit. 

Dingman House al 1310 - 7th Street 


Come celebrate the Eucharist and spend time with friends. } 


.. Everyone is welcome! 


Hi! fam late with my ar- 
fide again. Time has slipped 
pon me and I have put off 
Writing my piece until the last 
inule. 

its not that I don’t have a 
ft to say, I just haven’t had 
ime io sit down and write. 

If you are conlused about 
Joanne being in DM by our 
voice mail, don’t be. She is 
inNew York, We heard from 
the Basinger’s that she is well. 
Theyalso suid “the NY Worker 
Joves her”. We atthe DMCW 


Pally miss-her-and hope:she 


Will come Back soon. 

Eddie is: doing ok, He is 
about to take an extended: 
leave of absence, to be .with 
his friend, Leslie, in Ken- 
tucky. She is very ill, and 
Eddie is going to take care of 
her.. Keep them both in your 
prayers. 2 

. Michael has, been doing a 
great jobasa CWer. He has 
become more aware of others’ 
feelings. He ts learning that 
he is a strand in the web of 
life. 

As you may know, Norman 
did not receive any jail time. 
He is undecided as to what he 
is going to do in the future. 

Latisha..is finishing up at 
Hawthorne Hill and leaving 
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Community Members Rusty Martin, Michael Burrell, Amanda Bahnson, and Eddie Bloomer take time out 
from Preparing) the evening meal with Jesuit Volunteer Kim Laba. Photo by Frank Cordaro 


the Worker i in the. beginning 
of June. She has been.a joy 
and a blessing. Her Spanish 
has come in very handy., Her 
insights into community have 
been very, helpful to us. We 
are all better people for hav- 
ing known herand her peace- 
ful attitude. ‘We will all miss 
you Lettie! Come back and 
visit (or live) any time. May 
your life be all that you wish 
and more. You are a light in 
the dark. 

Rusty Martin has Baithea 
his student teaching here in 
Des Moines. He is currently 


Ho spitality 


When I was a child, the 
word "hospitality ""was:modi- 
fied, always, by the adjective 
"Southern."] So was my con- 
cept of hospitality: chicken 
fried steak with cream gravy 
and hot bread served up with 
country.cooked vegetabtes by 
a grandmotherly soul with a 
smile and a drawl. But in the 
summers of 1988 and 1989 I 
found a deeper kind of ‘hos- 
pitality at Karen Catholic 
Worker in St. Louis. I worked 
hard those two summers, but 
[also took time to chat and 
laugh with guests, learn from 
them, be with them. 


Peter Maurin’s easy essays. ‘I 
asked community members 
dozens of questions, and I 
struggled and grew in faith. I 
discovered that hospitality is 
atheology and a spiritual dis- 
cipline. 

Hospitality as theology 
claims that Chiist:is present 
ib each human being -- espe- 
cially i in the poor and the op- 
pressed -- and it calls us to re- 
spect and serve one another 


accordingly. Such theology 
finds its scriptural basis not 


‘JT read 
Borothy Day’s Books and’ 


only,in Jesus’ kindness to lep- 
ers and prostitutes and his 
parable of the sheep and the 
goats, but also i in the proph- 
ets’ call for justice for the 
widow, the orphan and the 
sojourner. Hospitality as the- 
ology refuses to let us think 
that we are better than any- 
one else. It challenges social 
and economic structures that 
value: some people more than 
others, and those often value 
things ‘more than people. It 
demands change. 
Hospitality as a spiritual 
discipline is not only the daily 
practice of this theology, but 
also the source of the insight 
and strength one needs to live 


‘ tt Ht is the discipline: of ful- 
filling Ordinary tasks with ate 


tention;, and fove.”, It means 
making.a sandwich with care 
because you are naking.it for 
Christ. It means that you 
don’t expect recognition be- 
cause you are merely. strug- 
gling to do what you ‘are 
called to do. It is also a dis- 


cipline-of vulnerability. You 


open your life to those you 
serve so that they may serve 
you; you risk change, growth, 
and love. 

“In’February, life’s journey 
brought me back to the les- 


foeline fora teaching posi- 


_tion.. We.wish him luck in his 


endeavors! 

Amanda Bahnson. is our 
newest Catholic Worker. :] 
feel that it was a big adjust- 
ment from.the college life that 
she was used to. We hope that 
her time with us will be a 
learning experience. She 
brings us a much needed ad- 
dition with her Spanish. 
Please say ‘hi’ if you see a new 
face and make her feel wel- 
come. 

Kay Meyer-has completed 
her training with Home, Inc. 


sons of hospitality. I 
drove nerth from 
Texas and: walked 
into the lobby of — 
Hawthorn Hill, m 

short-term United 
Methodist Mission b 
assignment. ‘Within 

minutes, my new su- | 
pervisor handed mea |; 
quote about hospital- 
ity by HenriNouwen | | 
and emphasized, 
“Our ministry here 1s 
about this kind of 
hospitality.” That 
evening I was wel- : 
comed to my new homens 
Dingman House, a place 
where you can find the hot- 


test showers in Des Moines, 


coffee at noon, supper at 6:00, 
a couch to rest on, and a 
friend to talk with. 

Nouwen says that true hos- 
pitality creates an empty 
space that is warm and 
friendly in which the guest 
may become more fully him- 
self or herself. I am one 
amiorig many who have found 
this kind of hospitality at the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker. 
Arriving tired, wounded, and 
lonely, I found space to rest 
and. heal and a community to 
comfort me. I found a con- 


She has found a job. We are. 
also glad to have a neighbor . 


and friend who can fix stuff 
when it breaks. The’sky’s the 


limit, so reach for the stars. 


Keep up the great work: 
Kay’s son Neil is about to 
graduate from Head Start. He 
has learned a lot from the 
school environment. Kary is 
completing seventh grade. 
He’s interested in skate 
boarding. Jann is completing 
10th grade. He has been 
working on a farm. 
_ My sons are. doing well. 
Julius is playing sandlot base- 


text in which to reflect on 
what I believe and what | am 
called to do. I came to un- 
derstand more fully how 
much the theology of hospi- 
tality has changed the way I 
see the world, and therefore, 
how I live my life. 1 took up 
again the spiritual discipline 
of hospitality. The work has 
fed my hungry soul. 

Perhaps for me the word 
hospitality will always leave 
my mouth watering for 
chicken fried steak, but it will 
also call forth memories of 
the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker, of people who em- 
brace a theology of hospital- 
ity, practice its spiritual dis- 


ball for Dowling. Joshua and 
Jordan are going to play ball 
for Des Moines Park and 
Rec.. It will be a busy sum- 
mer. 

Richard is still alive. He is 
working 16 hour days, so we 
don’t see a Jot of him. His 
goal is still to go to Pharmacy 
School. 

_ We have had many volun- 
teers lately. A group of young 
ladies came from Scattergood 
Friends school. They spenta 
week with us. They were 
very hard working. We miss 
them and their bright smiles. 
Hope you come back! I ulso 
hope to visit them in the fall. 

We also have had many 
young people doing confir- 
mation hours with us. These 
young people give me hope 
for the future. 

* We will be having a young 
man from Notre Dame with 
us for-7 weeks this summer. 
His name.is Matt. I hope we 
can learn a'‘tot from him, and 
may we be able to teach whim 
about working for Christ. 

We would not have Worker 
Houses if not for the many 
people who support us. We 
are truly grateful. Thanks 
also for the’people who bring 
meals and stay to eat with us. 
You are truly people of hope. 
God bless each and every one. 
Peace! ; 


Lesho hugs a frequent guest to the D.M Catholic Worker, Paulette Wade. Photo by 
* Frank Cordaro: 


cipliné, and make it a way of 
life. Our community is in a 
time of transition, and so am 
I. As community members 
come and go, whether we find 
ourselves in Des Moines or 
Kentucky or New York or 
Texas, I pray that we will all 
find ourselves always in 
struggle with how to best ful- 
fill our ministry of hospital- 
ity in an ever changing and 
inhospitable world. 


by Jean Basinger 


April 19-29 was a time to 
speak out and act out against 
the Continuing operation of 
the School of the Americas 
(Assassins) at Fort Benning, 
GA. For over 50 years, offic- 
ers from countries tin Latin 
America have been trained at 
the SOA in execution, torture, 
intimidation, false arrest, and 
spying. They have returned 
to their own countries and 
waged war against their own 
poor. 

As time goes on, a growing 
number of people are speak- 
ing out against the SOA. 
These voices of protest are 
heard, not only in Jowa and 
on the steps of the U.S. Capi- 
tol, but also in El Salvador at 
the U.S. Embassy. 

Here in Iowa, the SOA 
Working Group sponsored a 
number of activities from 
April !9th to the 26th. A kick 
off rally was held in the Peace 
Garden at Nolan Plaza and 
daily vigils were held there 
during the week. Aaron 
Johnson of Students for a 
Free Tibet began a water only 
fast on April 19 and contin- 
ued until April 23rd when he 
was badly injured in a car ac- 
cident. A great effort was 
made to educate the public 
through the media. Jean 
Basinger, Bill Snow, and 
Aaron Johnson were guests 
on a social justice program 
hosted by Jeff Weiss on 
KCUB, and City View 
printed a short article. There 
was a great disappointment 
over the! lack of coverage by 
the D.M. Register and logal 
TV and radio stations. 

In Washington, D.C., sev- 
eral hundred people gathered 
daily to protest the school’s 
continued operation. ‘The 
Iowa delegation to this event 
was made up of Rev. Bob 
‘Notman-Cook and Jean & 
Bill Basinger. 

This was a great opportu- 
nity for protesters to-use ban- 
ners, flyers, one to one con- 
versations, theater, singing, 
and worship to spread the 
word about the School of the 
Americas. 

Each day at noon'a mock 
trial was held. The defendant 
was the SOA, and their attor- 
ney was Uncle Sam - all 
decked out in his stars and 
stripes. Each day, witnesses 
testified regarding crimes 
committed by graduates of 
the s 
school against the people of 
one particular country in 


mre 


Latin America. Each day 
they were found guilty. On 
the final day, the judge told 
Uncle Sam to go to the SOA 
in Georgia and lock the door, 
as they were out of business 
for good. Each day's pres- 
ence on the steps of the capi- 
tol closed with worship. The 
evenings were spent planning 
for non-violent civil disobe- 
dience to take place at the 
Pentagon on Monday, May 
28. 

On that day, more than 200 
protesters gathered at 7 AM 
at the back door of the Pen- 
tagon while hundreds of Pen- 
tagon employees gathered for 
work. We then processed 
around the Pentagon to the 
door used by the military 
brass. We were led by a 
drummer beating out the 
death cadence on a bucket. 
He was followed by a cos- 
tumed Uncle Sam, who was 
leading eight people, each 
representing a Latin Ameri- 
can nation. (One of these was 
Bob Notman-Cook.) They 
were dressed as campesinos, 
and were tied together with 
ropes. On each side of them 
was a soldier dressed in cam- 
ouflage uniforms, carrying 
cardboard machine guns. 
They were led to the front of 
the parade grounds. Two 
lines of people carrying 
crosses inscribed with the 
names of victims of graduates 
of the SOA. Others carrying 
banners and posters circled 
the parade ground. The sol- 
diers then shot the 
campesinos one by one. Sev- 
enteen people then stepped 
forward with army surplus 
shovels and started digging a 
shallow grave for the victims. 

After some confusion and 
miscommunication, the secu- 
rity guards arrested the grave 
diggers. They arrested only 
16 people because they ran 
out of handcuffs. 


Protesters on the steps of the Capitol. From L to R: Rev. Doug Maden (Sojourn Community, Washington, 0.C.), Steve Jacobs (Columbia, MO, 
C.W], Christine Pipchick (Sojourn Comm}, Bill and Jean Basinger. Photo by Bob Notmen-Cook. 


Those arrested were put in 
paddy wagons and taken into 
the Pentagon for processing. 
Five were told that no one had 
seen them digging. (This was 
not true.) They were told to 
leave the Pentagon and not to 
tell anyone. Ten received 
warrants for destroying gov- 
ernment property. One per- 
son also received a warrant 
for demonstrating without a 


permit. Doug Mabe§ a Eres” 
byteriaf pastor (formerly of © 


Iowa) was among those 
charged. The grave diggers 
will be arraigned on June 4. 
One week before the dem- 
onstration, Pentagon officials 
canceled a meeting with an 
SOA Watch delegation. They 


stated, “It is now policy not 
to meet with nonprofit groups" 


on issues related to the SOA.” 

A very important part of the 
struggle to close the SOA was 
begun during the ten day 
vigil. Lobbying of our U.S. 
Representatives and Senators 
must be continued. Senator 
Kennedy has introduced a bill 
to close the SOA in the 
House. As of two weeks ago, 
there were almost 100 co- 
sponsors. Unfortunately, 
none of them are from the 
Iowa delegation. Rep. 
Ganske is still saying that 
there isn’t a clear case on ei- 
ther side and that a hearing 
should be held. Following 
the disclosure of the SOA 
Training Manuals and 1993 
U.N. Truth Commission re- 
port, there is no way that con- 


‘tinued operation can be justi- 


fied. 

Senator Durbin of IHinois 
has agreed to introduce the 
same bill in the Senate. We 
urged Senator Harkin to join 
him. He said he wanted to 
wait until there were other 
sponsors, since he is viewed 
as being very liberal by oth- 
ers in the Senate. He felt his 


being an early co-sponsor 
might hurt the bill's chances. 
Senator Wellstone of Minne- 
sota came to the steps on 
Monday to tell us that he 
would join Senator Durbin in 
introducing it. ; 
Senator Grassley will per- 
haps co-sponsor it if he can 
be convinced that it is wast- 
ing taxpayer money. We un- 
derstand that Rep. Leach fa- 


vors closing it on moral 


leat 


grounds. ~~~ 
The 60 people arrested at 


Fort Benning on Nov. 16, 
1996, have not been called for 
arraignment. There is a good 
chance that charges against 
them will be dropped. The 
plan is to have 1000 people 
at the gate of Fort Benning on 
Nov. 16 1997. These people 
will then go to the SOA Head- 
quarters as part of a mass pro- 
test to call for the closing of 
the school. Iowa must be well 
represented. Please let your 


voice be heard!’ ‘Ctose' ‘the © 


Schoo! of the Assassins?! 


Here’s. what you can do: 


1) Eall Senators’ Grassley and Harkin and your represen- 
tative and urge them to co-sponsor the Senate bill 
when it is’ introduced or H.F. 611 (as appropri- 


ate). 


2) Contact the D.M. Register and local TV and radio sta- 
tions and ask them to cover activities related to 
the School of the Americas. 


3) Contact Kathleen McQuillen to arrange a program for 
your church or organization. 


4) Join the caravan to Fort Benning for the Nov. [6th 
protest. We hope to charter several buses from 


Des Moines. 


5) Contact SOA Watch for more information on the School 


of the Americas: 


SOA Watch - Washington, DC 
1719 Irving St. NW 
Washington, DC 20010 
phone/fax 202-234-3440 - 
http://www.derechos.org/soaw/ 


-« Closing the 


School of the Americas 
presented by George Baldwin 


Sponsored by Catholic Peace Ministry 
Saturday, June 21, 1997 
6:00 p.m. - Potluck & Talk 
Grace United Methodist Church 
3700 Cottage Grove Ave. 
- Des Moines, IA 
For more info, call: 515-255-8114 
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hyAmanda Bahnson 


imy first month at the Des 
ies Catholic Worker, I have 
masked many, many questions. 
Pmost common one has been 
hyare you doing this?” The 
iid most Common one would 
Bio be “What do your parents 
about what you’re doing?” 
second one is easy: “They've 
acouple of years to get used 
ie idea, so they’re...getting 
Ho it.” The answer to the first 
Mion is actually quite a long 


Hy. 

liting the second semester of 
fist year at the University of 
ern Jowa, Father Frank vis- 
#Ron Roberts’ Principles of 
ology class. He spoke 
this philosophy of a resis- 
wpeace church. I was im- 
med by his conviction, and 
“ja curiosity about the radi- 
politics of which he spoke. 
the same time, I was study- 
various world religions, in- 
jing the International Society 
Krishna Conctousness. A 
md introduced me to the mu- 
tfaband called Shelter. They 
ghurdcore punk band made up 
ely of Hare Krishnas. While 
oftheir, message is obviously 
djous, the part that stuck me 
most was, Once again, their 
ilpolitical views. 
his Was one of the first times 
life when F began to ques- 
ihe status quo and all of the 
that go with it. I sought 
otter resources and groups 
jwhom [| would be able to 
amore about these things. At 
(irn ] encountered more in- 
ilion that led me to the real- 
inthat various aspects of our 
ek government dictate the 
lio of “others” in the minds 
WScitizens. I see this system 
ie root of racism, sexism, 
“ism, and homophobia in our 
wy (at least in their institu- 
dlized forms). [also see it as 
gresponsible for the mendac- 
fat allows the total destruc- 
of.our environment without 
for the needs of future gen- 
ons. 

subsequent semesters, J was 
astudent in classes taught 
fon Roberts, this time in ase- 
ptalled Peace’ Studies. “This 
githat | was again exposed to 
frank’s philosophies on the 
mh. This time, however, I 
more attention to the civil 
Hedience aspect of what he 
josay. | decided that, in ight 
opinions about the ultimate 


ic. would be a viable option 
je. Lattended the 1995 Feast 
fe Holy Innocents gathering 
fut Air Force Base, and was 
goed for trespassing. 

alwas my initiation into the 


A Way of Life.... 


ily of participating in the sys-" 


via pacis 


way of life that I have chosen for 
myself. Since then, I have be- 
come a part of several organiza- 
tions that advocate the use of non- 
violent civil disobedience in cam- 
paigns to end the suffering they 
see in the world. The Catholic 
Worker is the most obvious ex- 
ample, and the only one of the 
groups of which f am now a part 
that forms a community of activ- 
isis in the Midwest. 

The Gthers include the Student 
Environmental Action Coalition 
(SEAC,. pronounced ‘seek'), a 
group which seeks to redefine en- 
vironment to include all of the 
soctal and economic factors that 
influence the world around us. In 
doing so, ‘SEACers, as we call 
ourselves, work to end not only 
the degradation of Mother Earth, 
but also to end the racism, sexism, 
classism, and heterosexism that 
degrade the people of thts planet. 
Currently, my role in this group 
is as the coordinator for lowa 
SEAC, anetwork of SEAC groups 
in the state. 

The other direct action oriented 
organization with which I work ts 
Rainforest Action Network 
(RAN). RAN is an organization 
that works to stop the destruction 
of rainforests all over the world. 


I sit on their Chautauqua Council, 


a volunteer body of activists that 
works to build and maintain the 
network. As one of the Midwest’s 
representatives to the council, I 
also find myself working on a new 
campaign to promote the use of 
agricultural waste fibers for paper 
instead of trees.. J] write more 


about this campaign in upcoming 


issues of the v.p. 

These things are not only an im- 
portant part of my life, they are 
part of who Tam. As a college 
graduate, I could be doing any one 
of a number of things that would 
pay a whole lot better than being 
a Catholic Worker does. But I 
wouldn't be happy if I weren't 
part of a community of people 
working to change the way the 
world works. : 

So. here I am. I’m hoping to 
stick around for quite some time, 
so maybe I'll get to meet some of 
you out there. And hey, if you're 
in Des Moines, stop by to see us!! 


Julie Lonneman 


Ag-Waste Paper Fiber Campaign 


The Ag-Waste Paper Fiber campaign ts a campaign sponsored by 
Rainforest Action Network. Many rainforest action groups 
throughout the Midwest are committed to turning the Midwest into 
the United States’ source of fiber for paper. It’s a fairly big cam- 
paign, with a lot of work te be done. The via paciswill keep you 
updated as it progresses. 


iv 


What is ag-waste? 


Ag-waste refers to by-products or secondary products of agriculture 
which are not currently being widely used or marketed. Some of 
these products are suitable for paper making. Wheat, rice, flax, and 
barley farmers, for example, produce hundreds of millions of tons of 
straw as a by-product of their grain production, but only a small por- 
tion of this is marketed. In many regions of the world this straw is 
simply burned or plowed under as farmers have no local. market for 
the straw. This straw can be used for industrial paper production. 


Why use ag-waste for paper? 


* The production and extraction of ag-waste can be shown to main- 
tain or enhance the environmental performance of the farming sys- 
tem; i 

* The process does not create pressures to convert lands from other 
uses into agricultural production; 

* Using ag-waste for paper does not contradict with the principal 
objective of using agricultural lands to meet basic human food needs; 
* Ag-waste can be substituted for wood fibers from destructive for- 
estry practices and thus reduce pressure on natural forests; 

* Burning of straw over extensive agricultural production areas cre- 
ates significant air-quality pollution problems. Straw burning is in- 
creasingly being regulated and prohibited by governments attempt- 
ing to reach air-quality targets. Rice farmers in Californiaand grass- 
seed growers in Washington state, for example, are now being re- 
quired by law to phase out the practice of burning their straw at the 
end of harvest; ‘a 
* Likewise, plowing excess waste straWs into the soil can create ad- 
ditional problems for farmers. They may need to increase their use 
of chemical fertilizers, for example, in order to promote rapid break- 
down of the straw and allow good growth of the following crop. 


a 


For more information, contact: 


Chris Hatch. 

RAN Rainwood Campaign 
221 Pne St., 5th Floor 

San Fransisco, CA 94104 
415-398-4404 


Amanda Bahnson 

RAN Chautauqua Council 
PO Box 4551 

Des Moines, [A 50306 
515-243-0765 


Sr. Christine Schenk’s lowa Speaking Tour 


Members of lowa CTA delegation who met with Bishop Charron Feb. 10 [L to R] Sr. 


Gets Mixed Episcopal Reactions 


Christine Schenk, Barry Molloy, St. Maggie OTodle, 


Maggie Rowland and Helen Oster. Photo by Fr. Frank Cordaro. 


Sr. Christine Schenk, CSJ, gave a 
speaking tour-in Iowa in February. 
She got two very different reactions 
from two different Iowa Catholic 
Bishops. : 

Sr. Schenk is the project coc:dina- 
tor for “A Call for National Dialogue 
on the Future of Priestly Ministry.” 
The project is a joint effort of National 
Call To Action and Future Church, of 
which Schenk is executive director., 
Sr. Schenk’s Feb. Towa visit to Des 
Moines, Dubuque and Cedar Rapids 
was sponsored by IA Call To Action 
(CTA) to help promote the “Call For 
National Dialogue” campaign and 
sign up more people to join IA CTA. 
On Monday morning, Feb 10th Sr. 
Schenk, along with:four IA CTA 
members, met with Bishop Joseph 
Charron at the Des Moines Diocesan 
Pastoral Center. Up to this point, 
Bishop Charron had not met-with IA 
CTA people and had barred JA CTA 
activities from Catholic property. 

The discussion centered around mu- 


tual concerns about the loss of young ~ 


adult Catholics to the Church, lay in- 
volvement in Church ministry and 
decision-making, the shortage of* 
priests, inclusivity, and CTA’s com- 
Thitment to, and love for, the Church. 
The IA CTA delegation and the 
Bishop acknowledged that mistakes 
were made on both sides in earlier at- 
tempts to discuss areas of mutual con- 
cern. IA CTA members expressed 
cheir desire to be in ongoing conver- 


sation and communication with dioc- 


esan leadership. Bishop Charron said 
that he would reevaluate his position 
on not-altowing IA Gall To Action to 
meet on- diocesan property. 

Writing in IA CTA February mail- 
ing about the meeting with Bishop 
Charron, Sr. Maggie O’ Toole wrote, 
“T have hope! We have met on com- 
mon ground!... Throughout the meet- 
ing, I felt the Holy. Spirit moving 
within us....The whole meeting was 
hopeful and not negative. We left the 
meeting friends, knowing we all must 


-keep the hard.questions before us and 


that we will need te:continue this con- 
versation.” 

Sr. Schenk got a completely differ- 
ent reaction from Dubuque Arch- 
bishop Jerome Hanus. She was origi- 
nally scheduled to talk at Loras Col- 
lege Monday night Feb. 10th. Pres- 
sured by the Archbishop, Loras Col- 
lege President, Joachim Froehlich, 
pulled the plug on Sr. Schenk’s Loras 


‘talk. Thanks to Mary Moody, ‘the 


Dubuque Catholic Worker, and Loras 
College Campus Ministry, we were 
able to secure a room at the Wartburg 
Theological Seminary, a Lutheran 


_ Seminary m Dubuque. 
News of the Archbishop’s actions: 


reached the news media a couple days 


befpre Sr. Schenk’s talk." This pub-" 


licity insured a good showing the 
night of the talk. Over 150 people 
crammed into the small lecture room 
at Wartburg Seminary to hear Sr. 
Schenk speak. By all account, it was 
a good presentation. We left Dubuque 
with much interest aroused in the is- 
sues surrounding Catholic Church re- 
form and good chances of a local CTA 
group starting up in Dubuque. 


that this meeting will be the first of many 


Fr. Cordaro presiding at an 


Over two hundred people from eleven 
different states gathered in Lincoln, NE, 


May 16 & iF for “It'sa Matter of Con~. 


science” Regional CTA Conference. 
The conference was called to com- 
memorate the one-year anniversary of 
Lincoln Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz’s ex- 
communication of Call To Action mem- 
bers in his diocese. Twenty-three Io- 
wans attended the conference, the larg- 
est number of participants from one 
state (not counting NE). 

At the samé time, in Lincoln, support- 
ers of Bishop Bruskewitz held a counter 
conference call “A Call To Holiness” 
in which over 800 people participated. 
No doubt about it, we were in unfriendly 
territory in Lincoln. 

The CTA conference had excellent na- 
tionally known speakers on hand. 
Edwina Gately, missionary to third 
world people, poet and author gave the 
key note address on Friday night and 
closing talk on Saturday afternoon. 
Talks were also given by Ray 
McGovem & Robert McClory. 

McGovern talked about how he and 
his daughter protested the exclusion of 


lowa CTA meets with Fr. Duane Weiland at 
D.M. Diocesan Pastoral Center: 


Thirty wo members of LA CTA met with Fr, Duane Weiland and Sharon Holla) 
the Des Moines Diocesan Pastoral Center on Saturday morning April Sth, Fr. Wella 
is Chair and Mrs. Holtz is a member of the D.M. Diocesan Task Force on Pi 
Development. This meeting was scheduled as a follow upto our Feb. 10 TA Cia 
meeting with Bishop Charron. Much common ground was ound between the gin 
of the Task Force and members of [A CTA. AIL TA CTA folks who attended fh 
such opportunities for [A CTA to expr 
their concerns about the future of the Chureh to Church officials. 


“Tt’s a Matter of Conscience” 
May CTA Conference in Lincoln 


unofficial closing Liturgy at the Lincoln CTA Conference 
May 16-17. Photo by Pat-Ryan. 


“at_histhome: parish of Holy: Trini 


National CTA Conf. Nov 14-16 in Det 1 
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reese 


wonten. from the priesthood by ° 
up’ during the 9:15,a.m. Sunday ™ 


Washington, D.C., for several yeah 
also. addressed how their protestalia 
their parish community. 
McClory talked about his thet 
Turning Point: The Inside Story} 
Papal Birth Control Commission 
how Pope Paul VI’s Papal Com 
on Birth Control recommendati 
change the Church’s position on 
control was:torpedoed by a few 
ful conservative bishops, the futur! 
John Paul II being one of these. 
Our own IA CTA person and Nit 


CTA Board Member, John Ayers of al 
a wonderful workshop on “Con 17 yea 
and Authority.” é 


The high point of the gathering! 
was the ‘unofficial’ concluding! 


over which I was privileged to : anid 
After the Massa young womang are 
one of the best compliments 


received for my liturgical lealé 
She said that she felt the liturgy 
“Grateful Dead spirit” about it 
get any better..... 


Sr. Christine Schenk Returning to Iowa 
September 14-16 


Sr. Christine Schenk has agreed 10 return to TA and NE in Sept. The 
tentative dates with places are: 1 


Fr. Frank To Give Workshop 


This year’s National CTA Conf, will be in Detroit, MI, on the weekendil 
14-16. Also, for the first time, Fr. Frank has been asked to lead a work 
the Conference. His topic will be “Following the Nonviolent Jesus: AG 
Resistance Church.” 


- Sunday Sept. 14th in Des Moines IA 
Monday Sept. 15th in Council Bluffs IA 
Tuesday Spet. 16th in Omaha NE 


Next Iowa CTA Meeting 


Saturday, July 12th at 10 a.m. 
Des Moines Valley Friends Meeting House 
4211 Grand Ave., Des Moines IA 
For more information about IA CTA, contact Fr. Frank Cordaro 515-53# 
Helen Oster 515-223-5031. Or write to IA CTA c/o Helen Oster; |10! 
Dr., WDM IA 50265. 


There will be more details about times and places for Sr. Schenk’s 
September talks available later. For informatian about Sr. Schenk’s Omaha talk 
contact James.Orwig 402-553-7938 
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Norman’s Response to Judge Jaudzemis 


Norman's letter to the judge "in his own words.” The words placed between parentheses were 


help with transitions. 
1997 


judge Kathleen Jaudzemis; 


Mother’s Day at Project E.L.F. 


by John LaForge 


Sixteen anti-nuclear activ- 
ists were arrested May I1 at 


Project ELF transmitter sends 
secret yne way orders to sub- 
merged British and U.S. Tri- 
dent submarines around the 
world. It was designed to help 


bh, felt that I had to write you a letter to let you understand some things about Pit the Wisconsin site of the launch and conduct a nuclear 
hat I believe in because I realized that you don’t really know much about me and all Navy’s submarine transmitter 4; yoainst the now collapsed 
iknow about you, is that you once taught law. If I’m wrong I’m sorry. system, Project ELF,-during  ¢oyiet Union. 
mat you to know that I accept your terms of probation for my crossing the line at Offutt @ peaceful demonstration — The demonstration at the re- 
fe Base. But Iam having a hard time dealing with writing the apology letters to @8ainst what's beencalled by ote antenna site, hidden 
wHelget and the Base Commander. US. gS Russ Feingold deep in the Chequamagon 
wanted to ask you about these letters and to tell you that you were wrong about my 2 we) arelic ofthe cold National Forest of Northern 
bis, before you left the court room. Bids fhe 10th annual Wisconsin, was the 25th ina 
see there were other times when I crossed at Offutt. A couple of times in the company Mother's Day protest drew ories of protest renewed in 
senumbers of people than again with just a few. The largest group, if I’m right was over about 100 demonstrators j 99) Since that time, over 
more people. That was when Bishop Dingman was alive. from seven states. — 400 trespass citations have 
eal getting my first Ban & Bar Letter for attending Mass at an Open House at Offutt. The 16 face forfeiture tfes- been issued to civil resisters 
tertime I crossed alone, there were no other protesters, supporters or even news paper PASS conviction that carry 4 Who have blocked the en- 
i. did it in memory of Bishop Maurice Dingman who was a good friend to a lot of $256 fine or, for failure © trance road or sat-in at the 
Sein and out of the Church. I think that I wrote a letter to Offutt asking if I could attend Pay, a five-year suspension of gates. Protesters have served 
in memory of him. I was turned down. Wisconsin driving privileges. over 40 months in Wisconsin 
because of all the times that I crossed and not knowing so I would like to know what] To of the protesters were ja i4. and prison since 1991 to 
idsay, so I can have an idea of what to write. taken into custody oy draw attention to the outrage 
init that you’re right about me being simple, I am also slow. Yet I get thing{s] done. I’ve Ashland County Sheriff's oF nyctear war planning and 
deputies after they refused to bats. ed 
polis ' preparation. 
identify themselves except as Eleven people arrested at 
alae of ile Ee the Project ELF site on Jan 20 
er ee ius were fined $256. Failure to 
oskin an A : : ; 
Cunnin Tae both Seas age ap ae 
poe sz. ” of their Wisconsin driving 
ae ee sl ae privilege for up to five years. 
» Were jatled overnigi' — Veteran resister Bonnie Urfer 
oe ee ams ea ; is appealing the suspension of 
wo others arreste@ are driving privileges for a non- 
members of the Ground Zero 
: ; traffic offense. 
Center for Nonviolence Ac- ‘ 
-tion in Bremerton Washing- ie ake Pelion 
ton, home port of eight of the er : 
: 16 giant Trident submarine StepsProjectv EEE 
enSearah leaves Offutt AFB after being detained for an act of civil disobedience. He was later sentenced to five now deployed by the Navy ae ' 
years of probation and told to apologize to the base commander. Phoio by Bill Basinger. . , a 740 Round Lake Rd., 
s The other eight are based in Luck. WI 54853 
ry OF MERE ld that 1 am a little mental retarded because I don't fit in. I (we) never ask, “Fit into Kings Bay, Georgia. The “715-472-8721 
sion d ; a ya oe 
i mnot much of a person when it comes to socializing with people. I dress to be eH 
at jfable [more] than to looking good. And just within the [last] two years, I've been told Inside & Out 
oF Jam now a diabetic. 
jist being simple [and] slow with Iam, doesn’t mean that I don’t know what I am doing. The women and men listed below were listed in the May 
{I will admit that I’m not good in speech skills that goes for typing arid writing. Yet it’ s 1997 issue of The Nuclear Resister as being imprisoned in 
4 io know ow people can help me in these and others skills and most of them are my the U.S. for acts of non-violent resistance to a nuclear weap- 
sand 1 um sure that you often call upon your friends and other people for hetp. ons and war. 
dof all my friends have know me since I first came to the Des Moines Catholic Worker , 
#17 years ago. I will admit that I have often runaway but I always came back and why [7] Nome ID# {if af 
“44 ways] come back. [To me it’s] a way of life, some would call it a job which it is. [Only] aL lla Spa a scolar : 
of ape tear eee =! j cand aia eat, . {action & date - in date or out date if known) 
S don't vet a pay check, not unless you go and get a part time job that pay[s]. You don’t 
= Hicollege diploma. So you don’t need a title [after your name], just a heart to serve your Phil Colville Steve Kelly S} 


Bers and sisters. We live by the Gospels. [Especially] the beatitudes, which if you read 


Able are found in the book of Matthew, a long with the act[s] of mercy. 


wike, | could send you information about the Catholic Worker movement so that way 
‘now more about me [and] I should say about the Catholic Worker. 

jowhat | really believe in | would like to write to you again but for now I would like to 
what and how to write those letters which I am thankful for. 
wuld like you to know that I've got you on my wood carving list. ’m making a wood- 
ginmemory of Judge Peck who J had respect for. 


}you, 


Cumbertand County Jail, 36 County Way, Portland, ME 


04102 
Susan Crane 


Cumberland County Jail, 50 County Way, Portland, ME 


04102. 


(Prince of Peace Plowshares direct disarmament action of 
USS Sullivans, 2/14/97 - awaiting sentencing) 


Fr. Carl Kabat_ OMI 03230-045 (3 1/2 years} 
c/o Mary CW House, 3559 County Highway G, 


Wisconsin Dells, WI 53905. 


(Violation of parole from 1984 “Silo Pruning Hooks” Mis- 
souri missile silo disarmamtent action, due to “Good Fri- 
day April Fool Plowshares “ disarrnament of North Dakota 
nuclear missile silo, 4/1/94 - out 8/98} 


gin Searah 


Please Write the Judge 
Tiere are some things worse than going lo jail. Like being 
‘stripped of your basic-human integrity and treated as’a ~ 
simpleton, unable to-make adult choices. 

Tuking our lead from Norman to dialogue with Judge 
Jalvemis, we are asking Norman’s [ricnds and supporters 
write to Judge Jaudzemis, letting her know that she is 

wrong about Norman and his [ricnds. -— 
Please write to: 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Kathleen Jaudzemis, 
US. District Court House, 215 N. 17th St, Omaha NE | 
68101 


Heeececocceescooceces Gaeeece eee eceee de 


Donna Howard-Hastings 323196 (out to home monitor 6/ 
5/97} 
Taycheedah C.l., 
54935-9099 
Tom Howard-Hastings (home monitoring-off 8/98) 
12833 E. St. Highway 13, Maple, WI 54854. 

(Laurentian Shield disarmament action at Project ELF, 4/ 
22/96 - in 12/3/96} 


751 County Road K, Fond du Lac, WI 


For more information, contact The Nuclear Resister. P.O. Box 
43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 


via pacis 


Des Moines Catholic Worker BULK RATE 


P.O. Box 4551, Des Moines, IA 50306 US. Oe aey 
fs DES MOINES, IA 
Address Correction Requested PERMIT NOUN 


- Help! 


The roof on Ligutti House 
is leaking badly!! 


Can you-or your group help us? 
We are all so tired of waking up to the drip, drip, 
drip, of the water coming in on our heads. We really 
need to fix both the roof on Ligutti House and the 
one on Dingman House. Your time, talents, and/or 
monetary donations would be very much appreciated 
in this endeavor. 

We have many other needs too. Our two leaky roofs 
are only the most pressing needs right now. We need 
work crews and people with home rehabilitation 
skills to help us keep up with the other physical needs 
of our three houses. We need people to help keep an 
eye on the house during open hours. We need your 
prayers and your money too. Without both, we could 
not keep our doors open. Drop by and check us out. 


e 
FE 


